
Please note: The community engagement and pre-approval process can take one (1) to four (4) months depending on the project’s scope and location.

Neighborhood Enterprise Zone Tax Exemption Application Process

Contact the City of Kalam-
azoo’s Economic Devel-
opment Department to 
schedule a Pre-Application 

Pre-Application Meeting: 
Does project qualify for the 
program, and contribute to the 
City’s priorities and Imagine 
Kalamazoo intiative?

Application does not proceed.

Yes. Submit Online 
Application. See 
instructions here.

Review of applicant 
compliance with City NEZ 
policy and neighborhood 
plans.

Compliance 
Issues 
Identified.

No 
Compliance 
Issues.

Application 
does 
not proceed.

Resolve 
compliance 
issues.

Planning Division Review: 
Revise application 
materials as neceesary.

Community Engagement: A community engagement session will be held to engage property owners in proposed district and neighborhood changes.
This must be completed before the project will go to the City Commission to be considered.

Please note: The timeline for state approval and the post-approval process depends on the State Tax Commision meeting schedule. 

State Approvals -- State Tax Commission: 
Civic Clerk will submit the NEZ Certificate 
Application to the state of Michigan. The 
State will approve the exemption and hold it 
in abeyance 
(i.e. approved pending until project is com-
pleted.)

NEZ Exemption 
remain in place for 
approved term.

Approved.

* Applicant attendance is required.
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Please note: The timeline for local approval process takes approximately four (4) to five (5) months depending on meeting schedules. 

City Commission Meeting: 
A public hearing will be held within 
45 days of the letters sent to 
taxing jurisdictions

City Commission 
Meeting: 
* Public hearing on 
the request to 
establish an NEZ. 

Not  
Approved.

Approved.

Not  
Approved.

Approved.

Construct Project.

Submit Documentation 
Required to the State: 
Certificate of Occupancy 
and Documentation of 
Costs.

State Approval: 
State will remove the NEZ 
Certificate from Abeyance.

City Commission Meeting #3: 
*City Commission meeting to 
vote to issue certificate.

Not  
Approved.

Approved.

The City will send letters to 
taxing jurisdictions to notify 
them of the request.

Not  
Approved.

Approved.

NEZ 
District 
Created

Apply for Certificates 
for Eligible Project 
in NEZ District


