
Environmental Concerns Committee Agenda 
Wednesday, February 15th, 2023 

4:30 
● Roll Call 

Ian Magnuson, Co-Chair Sharon Dever, Co-Chair David Benac 

Emily Demorest Gail Walter Joe Bower 

James Melluish Robb Liekis Stephen Romenelli 

Bobby Glasser Vacancy N/A 
● Assurance of Live Streaming (Facebook/YouTube) 
● Approval of Agenda   
● Approval of Meeting Minutes 

4:35 
● Announcements 

○ Individual 
○ News/Educational Items 

■ Graphic Packaging International - EGLE Citation  
■ GPI - Flood Barrier Installation 

● Comments by Others on Non-Agenda Items 
○ Check phone lines 

● Procedural Items (as-needed) 
○ Bylaws - approve of January clerk updates 
○ Terms - make corrections, update information, etc. 

4:45 
● Unfinished Business/Updates/Discussion 

○ Community Sustainability Plan - Jamie McCarthy & Nolan Bergstrom - CoK 
5:15 

● New Business 
○ Climate Emergency Month Events  
○ Climate Emergency Month recommendation: 

https://www.kalamazoocrisis.org/climateemergencymonth  
 

5:30 
● Subcommittee Report 

○ NFP Review Board - Bobby 
○ Air and Water Quality - Bobby & Sharon 
○ Wildlife and Natural Resource Protection - Gail 
○ Planning Commission - Ian 
○ Tree Committee - Gail 
○ Asylum Lake Policy & Management Council - Sharon 
○ Parks & Rec Advisory Board - Emily & Robb 
○ Kalamazoo River Watershed Council - David  
○ Wellhead Protection Program Committee-Quarterly w/Jean Talanda (quarterly) 
○ Odor Task Force - David (quarterly) 

5:50 
● Check phone lines and streaming for comments 

https://www.kalamazoocrisis.org/climateemergencymonth


Environmental Concerns Committee Agenda 
Wednesday, February 15th, 2023 

6:00 
● Adjournment 
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January 18, 2023 DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
   
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ian Magnuson, Co-Chair; Sharon Dever, Co-Chair; Dr. Gail Walter; Steve 
Romanelli; Bobby Glasser; Rob Liekis; Emily Demorest 

 
ABSENCET:      David Benac; Joe Bower; Dr. James Melluish   
 
STAFF:    Karen Rutherford (recording secretary) 
 
OTHERS:  Jean Hess 
 Lauri Holmes 
 Steve Bertman 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   

• The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair Magnuson at 4:33 pm, after confirming a quorum 
was met. 
 

ASSURANCE OF LIVE STREAMING 

• Recording/Streaming of the meeting was confirmed, with community members joining via a link 
posted on the City’s Facebook page.   

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   

• The agenda was approved.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (12-21-2022):    

• The draft December 21, 2022 minutes were approved as written.  

• The December 21, 2022 minutes will be further reviewed, and any additional corrections, 
additions or comments will be emailed to Co-Chair Magnuson and forwarded on to the recording 
secretary. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:     
 

• Individual 
o The City Commission passed the budget which included sustainability coordinator.  This 

position will be posted. 
o Jamie McCarthy and Nolan Bergstom from Planning and Development will be presenting next 

month on updates. 
 

• News/Educational Items 
o This is a new section that has been added.  We want to use this platform to offer up 

information on news articles related to climate or environmental justice, etc. This does not 
have to pertain to the City of Kalamazoo. 



 

Page | 2 

 

o If Western University recorded and streamed the teaching, Cybelle Shattuck did an amazing 
job on environmental racism.  Mr. Romanelli to look it up and share it with the Committee. 

 
NON-AGENDA COMMENTS BY OTHERS:    

• Public Comment:   
o The Committee welcomed Steve Bertman, Professor in the Institute of Environment 

Sustainability at Western University.  He is currently the chair of their Climate Working 
Group. This group consists of faculty, volunteers, alumni, and community members.  They are 
trying to educate people and interact with the community about the climate crisis. They have 
declared March 2023 to be Climate Emergency Month.  They are planning to promote and 
advertise events that will be occurring in March.  They are currently looking for key-note 
speakers. They have invited the Governor to speak but have not heard back from her. Mary 
Robinson, is going to be the former President of Ireland, who wrote the book on climate 
justice, is going to be in Ann Arbor in mid-March.  They are trying to see is she will speak. 
They have a website called climateemergencymonth.org. He asked if the Committee is 
interested in signing on as an endorser to be listed on their website. With the list of 
endorsers, they are trying to show how broad the support is for urgent action on climate 
change.  He asked the Committee if they could organize an event in March announcing the 
position of the Sustainability Coordinator, including the goals for the position.  He noted the 
County will be hiring someone soon.  There is opportunity for collaboration to connect with 
the City and the County and the University. Mr. Bertman shared information about the 
sustainability coordinator position for the County. 
 
One of the events that is about 95% sure will happen is a visit by Missy Stoltz from Ann Arbor 
who is the head of their office. This is tentatively set for March 18th at 3:00 P.M. at the Van 
Deusen Room in the Central Library. 
 
Co-Chair Magnuson asked if they did anything with Kalamazoo Earth Day in April. They do a 
lot of events as well.  Mr. Bertman stated they wanted to do this in April but did not want to 
interfere with Kalamazoo Earth Day. One of the other things they were trying to do is they 
are trying to come up with a series of opportunities for students to do an alternative spring 
break by volunteering in the City or at the Nature Center or other ideas like that. He asked if 
anyone would want to be involved in their planning efforts.  
 
Co-Chair Magnuson stated once the plans have been finalized, he should give the updates to 
them by the February 15th meeting.  Those updates can go in the record and be provided 
publicly.  Mr. Glasser suggested he have one of the ECC Committee members attend their 
meeting and report back to the ECC Committee. Mr. Bertman stated they want to send out 
press releases in February. He noted he would be happy to have someone from the ECC 
Committee zoom in on the meeting. He will send a link to the ECC Committee for the zoom 
meeting. 
 
Ms. Hess suggested the Committee endorse the climate work group and recommended 
asking the City if they would also partner.  
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Co-Chair Magnuson stated they will put together a recommendation to vote on at the next 
meeting.   
 

PROCEDURE ITEM (AS NEEDD) 

• Bylaws – discuss updates from Clerk and City Attorney 
o Co-Chair Magnuson distributed the current bylaws along with a document he received from 

the Clerks office with Committee appointments.  

• Co-Chair Magnuson stated the City attorney has reviewed the bylaws and there are some 
changes that need to be made. He made a draft of the changes and displayed them on 
screen for discussion.  He read through the notes made by the attorney.  Discussion 
ensued. 

• Co-Chair Magnuson will get clarification from the attorney on these issues and report 
back to the Committee. 

 

• Terms – make corrections, update information, etc. 
o Terms – Co-Chair Magnuson stated the Clerks email noted that Dave Benac’s position was 

filling a vacancy and his term ended.  He was confused about whether Dave was on his 
second term.  He will ask for clarification. 

• Co-Chair Magnuson stated terms end three years after the 12/31 but he will find official 
dates.  Discussion ensued. 

• We have one vacancy. Members have to be a resident of the City of Kalamazoo. 
 

Co-Chair Magnuson made a motion, supported by Rob Liekis, to re-up David Benac’s term 
to begin the second year of his first term. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Co-chair Magnuson asked the Committee Members if they had changes to their address and 
phone number to get the changes to him by Sunday. 
 
Co-Chair Magnuson to confirm whose terms are up at the end of this year. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS/UPDATES/DISCUSSION  

• Community Sustainability Plan 
o Co-chair Magnuson stated he and Co-Chair Dever were planning on meeting with Jamie 

McCarthy. That did not happen.  He noted he did not like the format of the Public Comment 
period with the Sustainability Plan that was happening. He asked when the next public 
engagement is being developed by the planning department that they ask us to participate, and 
we can help make it understandable and be a part of the process. Jamie McCarthy and Nolan 
Bergstom will be her next month to discuss what is happening. 
 

• Kalamazoo River/Morrow Lake Dame Clean-Up – Ian Magnuson 
o Co-Chair Magnuson noted on Monday he emailed Representative Rogers and State Senator 

McCann asking what their prognosis is for bills related to river clean-up might be.  He has not 
heard back from them. 
 

• MDHHS visit follow up discussion 
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o Co-Chair Magnuson stated everyone is getting frustrated.  They said it would be the first quarter.  
There is another two months.  They are waiting for air quality information. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Ann Arbor Leaf Policy Update – Emily Demorest 
o Ms. Demorest noted Dr. Walter was able to join them in the meeting, which was helpful.  She 

stated she brought this issue up in the fall with the possibility of looking at policy changes with 
the City’s leaf management, looking at it as a resource. Someone sent her information from Ann 
Arbor and their approach to this issue.  She met with Jennifer Petoskey who is their solid waste 
outreach and compliance specialist.  Ann Arbor has a composting program that they run with a 
private contractor, WeCare.  The leaf management is part of this program. They have a weekly 
composting pickup for their residential customers as their service with the City. This includes 
leaves, yard waste and anything they label as table scraping, they will accept.  They plan to do 
this for the commercial customers on a subscription basis.  They have individual leaf pickup, but 
you have to request it.  When googling leaf pickup in Ann Arbor, it brings you to their website 
that directs you to home composting, green gardens, mulching and other different options.  They 
enforce ticketing to residents who blow their leaves into the street.   
 
Their Parks Department has a Natural Preservation Department which sets their policy for park 
management.  As a regular practice they do not do any leaf blowing in their parks. They mulch 
and have these natural areas where they leave things. 
 
Ms. Demorest asked how this large-scale composting program affects the City’s finances. Ms. 
Petoskey did not feel comfortable answering that question.   
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Co-Chair Magnuson asked Ms. Demorest to put together a summary of what was discussed and 
then we could invite Public Services to start having conversations.  He will reach out to Wendy 
Burlingham to see if she can come speak with the Committee in February or March. 
 

• New Topics  
o PFAS Update – Mr. Glasser stated West Michigan recently identified PFAS area in South Haven. 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
 

• Natural Features Protection (NFP) Review Board– Mr. Glasser – They did not meet last month due to lack of 
cases. 

• Air and Water Quality – Mr. Glasser, Ms. Dever – plan to meet soon. 

• Wildlife and Natural Resource Protection – Dr. Walter – the application for Urban Bird Treaty is up for review 
to all 24 partners. 

• City of Kalamazoo Planning Commission – Mr. Magnuson – nothing to report. 

•  Tree Committee – Dr. Walter – nothing to report. 

• Asylum Lake Policy & Management Council – Ms. Dever – She will have more next month. They meet March 
16th and they are going to have a management plan review for the public. 

• Parks & Recreation Advisory Board – Ms. Demorest – They approved a couple of board members. They had a 
couple of winter events that will not be happening.  She asked them about doing a planting for Earth Day at 



 

Page | 5 

 

Woods Lake.  They are losing their landscape coordinator.  They will need to replace this position before 
making any future plans for plantings.  

• Kalamazoo River Watershed Council – Mr. Benac 

• Wellhead Protection Program Committee – Quarterly - Jean Talanda – this was reported on last month. 

• Odor Task Force – Quarterly – Mr. Benac  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Tina McClinton made a comment on Facebook.  She noted she did not want to lose greenspace and remarked on 
flooding issues in the City.  Co-Chair Magnuson thanked her for her comment and stated the City is looking into 
flooding. He said James Baker had talked about an opportunity and that we may want to investigate some 
alternatives. The best tool for your green space protection is the natural features protection overlay in the Board.  
He noted that she was concerned about the water dissipation from a big parking lot.  This is something he is just 
learning about.  He noted we are not a planning related committee but removing parking minimums would go a 
long way to addressing that. This is something for the planning commission. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:    

• The meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 
 



 

 

Bylaws of the Environmental Concerns Committee; City of Kalamazoo 
 
 
1. Applicability of document.  This document is the Bylaws of the Environmental 
Concerns Committee (ECC).  These Bylaws were adopted February 2023 by the 
Environmental Concerns Committee and submitted to the City Commission. 
 
2. Members 
 
2.1 Qualification and designation of Members.  A Committee Member is a citizen of the city 
of Kalamazoo with interest and/or expertise in environmental issues and (ii) has completed 
a written application and filed such application with the ECC; and (iii) has been approved by 
the City Commission; and (iv) meets the requirements for membership which includes 
residence in the city of Kalamazoo and willingness to attend scheduled ECC meetings. 
 
2.2 Length of Membership.  A Member may serve a three-year (3) term, with an option to 
serve one additional three-year (3) term.  A Member is limited to two (2) consecutive terms. 
A Member may reapply after a three-year (3) period. A Member may, at any time, resign and 
terminate Membership by written notice to the ECC. 
 
2.3 Member Attendance.  Each Member is expected to attend scheduled ECC meetings.  In 
accordance with city ordinances, if a member misses more than 50% of  meetings per year 
(typically six meetings in a calendar year), the member immediately forfeits their 
appointment. 
 
2.4 Elections.  Election of officers will occur by a plurality vote by ballot with the results 
announced at the January meeting.  No notice of such annual meetings need be given, failure 
to give such notice or any irregularity in such notice will not affect the validity of any such 
meeting. 
 
2.5 Quorum at meetings of Members.  At any meeting of the ECC, a majority of the members 
constitutes a quorum of the members for all purposes, and the action of a majority of the 
members present at a meeting at which a quorum is present will be the action of the ECC.  If 
the Members necessary to constitute a quorum fail to attend any meeting, then a majority of 
the Members present may adjourn such meeting from time to time without notice other than 
by announcement at the meeting, until the number of members necessary to constitute a 
quorum attends. 
 
2.6 Conduct of meetings of the Members.  At each meeting of the Members, each defined 
site is entitled to a single vote, in person, and each Member will have one vote.  Votes can be 
taken electronically at the discretion of the Chair.  At each meeting of the Members, the Chair 
or designee will preside; in the absence of the Chair or designee, an individual designated by 
those present at the meeting will preside. 
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3. Notices and Meetings 
 
3.1 Notice.  Whenever a notice of a meeting is to be given under these Bylaws, such notice 
must be given not less than ten-days and not more than sixty-days before the date of such 
meeting.  Any such notice must be in writing (including electronic, magnetic, or other 
formats), and may be delivered by mail, courier, facsimile, telegraph, in electronic format, or 
any other form or format reasonably believed by the giver of such notice to be deliverable in 
readable or written form to the recipient of such notice.  Any such notice must be delivered 
to the address of such recipient last known to the giver of such notice.  If any person to whom 
any notice must be given waives any notice in writing, either before or after the meeting for 
which such notice was given, then no notice of such meeting need be given to such person.  
If any person attends a meeting, then such person will be deemed to have waived notice of 
such meeting, unless such person indicates, as soon as practical for such person, in such 
meeting that such person is present only to indicate that such person did not receive notice 
such meeting.  If any notice is required for any meeting, and such notice is not given to or 
waived by, each person who is entitled to receive notice with respect to such meeting, then 
no binding action may be taken at such meeting.  Notice to a Member Representative 
constitutes notice to the Member for whom such Member Representative has been 
designated. 
 
3.2 Time and location of meetings.  Any meeting may be held at any time and location 
designated in these bylaws, by resolution, or in notice. Meetings are typically held monthly 
at 4:30 p.m., local time, at the address City Hall, 241 West South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan.  
If any meeting is designated to be held on any date that is a legal holiday, then such meeting 
will be held on the next succeeding business day that is not a legal holiday (at the same time 
and location as the original meeting), unless such meeting is specifically designated to be 
held on such legal holiday. 
 
3.3 Attendance at meetings; presence, including presence by conference communications 
equipment.  Unless exceptions are provided by the Open Meetings Act and/or in accordance 
with other State emergency provisions, attendance of meetings must be in person. Members 
cannot vote remotely in any capacity except for which is provided by State law or executive 
actions. 
4. Officers 
 
4.1 Appointment.  The Members will elect leadership in the form of a Chair and the Vice 
Chair or two Co-Chairs who will serve as the Officers of the ECC.  
 
4.2 Term of Office.  The one-year (1) term of office of all officers will commence upon their 
appointment by election and will continue until the earliest of (i) the expiration of their 
appointment, (ii) their resignation, (iii) their removal, (iv) their death or disability (as 
determined by the members of the ECC).  Any officer may resign by written notice to the ECC; 
such resignation will be effective upon its receipt by the ECC or at a subsequent time 
specified in the notice of resignation, whichever is later.  The ECC members have the power 
to fill any vacancies in any offices occurring from whatever reason. 



Bylaws of the Environmental Concerns Committee; City of Kalamazoo 
 Revised 2/8/23  

 

 
5. Amendments.  These bylaws may be amended or repealed and new Bylaws may be 
adopted in lieu of these Bylaws by action of the Members, if a notice of the proposed 
alteration, repeal, or substitution provided with respect to such action or is contained in the 
notice of the meeting at which such action is to take place.   
 
6. General Provisions 
 
7.1 Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the ECC will begin on each January 1 and will end on the 
following December 31. 
 
7.2 Severability.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision of these Bylaws will 
not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining provisions of these Bylaws. 
 
7.3 Headings and references.  Headings to sections in these Bylaws are for convenience of 
reference, and are not to be construed as expanding or limiting any provision of these 
Bylaws.  References to sections in these Bylaws are references to sections of these Bylaws, 
unless the reference indicates otherwise.  
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